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•	 Sore throat

•	 Cough

•	 Headache

•	 Tiredness

•	 Congestion or runny nose

•	 Muscle or body aches

•	 Fever or chills

•	 �


•	 Loss of taste or smell

•	 Nausea or vomiting

•	 Diarrhea 

COVID is a virus that spreads from person to person. It can cause many different  
symptoms. Common symptoms can include:

When to get tested and treated 
People who are more likely to get very sick need to start medical treatment for COVID within days after 
symptoms first appear.

Even if you’re vaccinated, you’re more likely than others to get very sick from COVID if any of these apply 
to you:

You’re 50 or older
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•	 You have a compromised or weakened immune system

•	

FDA has authorized or approved prescription medicines that can help protect you from getting very sick 
from COVID.

Don’t wait. It’s important to get tested quickly if you have symptoms of COVID. Prescription treatments 
need to be started within days after your symptoms start.

Even if your symptoms are mild, treating your COVID early with medicine prescribed by a doctor or 
authorized health care provider can make your infection less severe and help keep you out of the hospital. 

It could save your life. 

Never take any medicine or product to treat or prevent COVID unless a doctor has prescribed it 
to you. Doing so can be dangerous. 

Always ask a doctor first before taking any new medicine, especially if you take medicines for 
other reasons. 

WARNING

When to Get 
Medical Care for COVID



When to get emergency medical care
Get emergency medical care (call 911) if you or someone you know has any of 
the following or has other symptoms that are severe or concerning to you:

•	 Trouble breathing

•	 Persistent chest pain or pressure

•	 New confusion

•	 Trouble waking up or staying awake
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•	 Don’t smoke or vape.
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How to manage your symptoms

How to prevent spreading COVID to others


